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There does not appear to be anything in the Twelve Traditions which 
inhibits groups from holding special interest meetings, provided that 
the group has no requirement for membership other than the desire to 
stop using. Special Interest meetings tend to survive and flourish in 
local NA communities where there is a need and desire for such meetings 
and do not exist in NA communities where there is no need nor desire. 
In Narcotics Anonymous, the World Service Conference does not have the 
authority to dictate policy to groups, and regional and area service 
committees do not have policy making authority over the decisions of 
their groups. The only authority present in the groups is a loving God 
expressed in a group's conscience. 
report that was delivered to the World Service Conference at its annual meeting in 
April 1989 by the WSC Ad Hoc Committee on Special Interest Meetings.



“We need not fear the differences 
that make up our membership. 
In fact, the more strength we 
have as individuals, the stronger 
NA as a whole will be when we 
join together in our common 
purpose. When we surrender our 
individual wills to NA’s ultimate 
authority—a loving God—we tap 
into the strength of a power 
greater than our own.”







Tradition 1 “It works how and why”
The unity described in our First Tradition is not the same 
thing as uniformity. Our membership is richly varied, made 
up of many addicts from widely differing backgrounds. These 
members bring with them a variety of ideas and talents. That 
diversity enriches the fellowship and gives rise to new and 
creative ways to reach addicts who need our help. Our 
purpose—to carry the message to the addict who still 
suffers—allows room for everyone to serve. When we unite in 
support of this purpose, our differences need no longer 
detract from our common welfare. Working together for our 
mutual well-being is a significant source of unity in 
Narcotics Anonymous.
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Discussion in groups - 30 min
● There are no wrong answers!
● Listening is an act of respect 

for others.
● Be sure that everyone 

participates; don’t dominate.
● Don’t forget our Fifth 

Tradition; We all love NA!
● Stay focused on the subject at 

hand.
● To disagree without being 

disagreeable… that is OUR 
process!

● Avoid repetition.

● We are going to split into 6 
groups.

● Each group will have 1 
question.

● Each group will pick a chair 
and a secretary.

● The chair will make sure all 
members participate in the 
discussion.

● At the end, the chair or 
secretary will share the 
results of each group.
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1.Who are we missing in our effort to make everyone feel welcome  
 and how can we include them? 

2.How do we address conflicts regarding common needs meetings? 

3.Are there some addicts we think we cannot reach? 

4.What reservations do we have about reaching out?
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